VIII. RIGHTEOUSNESS – ATTRIBUTE AND GIFT -
To declare HIS righteousness . . .

 
The blood of Jesus Christ is necessary to fallen man’s salvation. It is also necessary to protect and vindicate the righteous nature of God. Righteousness is not only a gif of God to us in Jesus Christ, but is also an attribute or characteristic of God. It DECLARES HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS. God is infinitely right! God cannot do anything that is not right or He would cease to be God. Righteousness is a divine attribute.

The attributes of God are those distinguishing characteristics of the divine nature which are inseparable from the idea of God and which constitute the basis and ground for his various manifestations to his creatures. We call them attributes, because were compelled to attribute them to God as fundamental qualities or powers of his being, in order to give rational account of certain constant facts in God’s self-revelations.

God Who is infinitely right cannot justify a sinner who has broken His righteous law, unless the requirements of that law are fully honored. God must always act righteously or justly. Sometimes it might appear that God not so acting. But God has always acted righteously, even though His timing has not accorded with OUR requirements or desires. When once we settle in our minds that God is infinitely righteous, we will not mistake longsuffering for carelessness, or divine patience for indifference. God may manifest His attributes in a variety of ways, but once we know what that attribute is, we can rest assured that it shall be ultimately vindicated in its action. Paul points up this very principle here, in relation to sins committed before the sacrificial death of Christ. We see His righteousness vindicated in relation to:

(1) SINS THAT ARE PAST

God’s righteousness was in jeopardy, (at least in the minds of men), because in His forbearance God had passed over the former sins of men in the times that are gone by (Conybeare). Paul makes reference to this pre-Christian era in two of his addresses.

Acts 14:16 – God IN TIMEES PAST suffered all nations to walk in their own ways.


Acts 17:30 – And THE TIMES (pre-Christian) of this ignorance God WINKED AT (overlooked – ASV); BUT NOW commandeth all men everywhere to repent.

We must look at the word “remission” in this verse. It is not the regular word translated remission (‘aphesis’), but rather the translation of (‘paresis’), used only here, and meaning a passing by, overlooking. Aphesis means to PARDON, while paresis means to NOT PUNISH, or to tolerate. So we might paraphrase this passage as follows.

God has set forth Jesus Christ as a propitiatory sacrifice, to vindicate His righteousness or justice, because of the tolerance shown toward sins committed under the former dispensation.


For four thousand years the spectacle presented by mankind to the whole moral universe was, so to speak, a continual scandal. With the exception of some great examples of judgments, divine righteousness seemed to be asleep; one might even has asked if it existed. Men sinned here below, and yet they lived. They sinned on, and yet reached in safety a hoary old age: Where were the wages of sin? There was no divine punishment equal to men’s sins. There had to be a reason for such tolerance if God is a righteous God. The reason men continued to live in their sins unpunished, was because God had a righteous basis for such action. The sin-bearing death of the cross which occurred IN TIME was already a fact IN THE MIND OF GOD.

I Peter 1:20 – Who verily was foreordained BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, but was MANIFEST IN THESE LAST TIMES for you.


Rev. 13:8 - . . .the Lamb slain FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD.


That which was established in the mind of God, and existed as a fact in the eternal now BECAME a FACT in TIME! The only reason any sinner could continue to exist in the earth, either then or now, is because the blood of Jesus Christ permits God to withhold His immediate judgment. However, suspension is not pardon, and longsuffering is not remission. The blood of Jesus Christ has taken care of the sin question, but it remains for fith to take care of the Saviour question. 
THE CROSS CANCELS NO SIN THAT CANCELS THE CROSS!


Christ did not die for ultimate unbelief:

Not only was the cross of Christ necessary to vindicate God’s righteousness in relation to Gentile sinners in pre-Christian times, it was also necessary to validate the faith sacrifices of covenant people of that time. From Adam’s day, God-related men offered sacrifices of blood to God for their sins. God ordained that they should and specifically required it. And yet, of those sacrifices the Bible says,

Heb. 10:4 – For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.


Heb. 9:15 (JDP) – Christ is the administrator of an entirely new agreement, having the power, by virture of his death, TO REDEEM TRANSGRESSIONS COMMITTED UNDER THE FIRST AGREEMENT . . .

The blood sacrifices offered by covenant people before Christ, were powerless to take away sins”,  and would have been valueless had not Christ validated them by His blood. Such sacrifices might be likened to promissory notes which had to be redeemed by the precious and intimately valuable blood of Jesus Christ.

God was acting righteously when He inaugurated animal sacrifices. Such sacrifices were of value because of the supreme sacrifice of Christ. Our Lord’s death declared IN TIME what was already a fact in ETERNITY! God has always acted toward men in terms of the cross of Christ: All the redemptive acts of our Lord during His earth ministry were done on the basis of the cross. When He said thy sins be forgiven, He did so on the ground of His own upcoming death. Without the shedding of blood is no remission (Heb. 9:22). Every sin that has ever been remitted has been remitted THROUGH THE BLOOD OF JESUS:
(2) AT THIS TIME –

The death of Christ was the ground of God’s actions in the past (pre-Christian times),

and is so at this time (this age of grace).  The death of Christ vindicates the righteousness of God in forgiving sins in all ages of the world, as those sins are by the righteous God, punished in Christ.


We have been told that we are justified freely by his grace (vs. 24), and if this was all that was said on the matter of justification, it might appear that God had decided out of love and kindness to set sinners free from the consequence of their sins. However, GOD CANNOT DO THIS: It is true, that what He did had its source in grace and love and mercy. These, however, were not enough. In expressing His grace and love and mercy, God had also to be true to His righteous character. It is the law of His own nature that sin shall not go unpunished in a universe which is based on infinite right. How could He remain righteous and at the same time realize the desire of His love and grace and mercy?

By providing that which would meet the requirements of His righteousness and thus free Him to move in saving love and power o clear the guilty sinner. In this way both God’s love and His righteousness can be fully expressed. It is thus that justice and mercy are harmoniously united in the sinner’s justification. Justice is no less justice, although mercy has her perfect work; and mercy is no less mercy, although justice is completely satisfied.


This is what he Psalmist means when he says:


Psa. 85:10 – Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

What God has righteously provided through Jesus Christ is available to sinners who believe in Jesus.  This is the third time in this short but magnificent section that faith is stated to be the means whereby sinners avail themselves of God’s justifying grace. Listen to Charles Wesley:


‘Tis finished: the Messiah dies –



Cut off for sins, but not his own;



Accomplished is the sacrifice,



The great redeeming work is done.



‘Tis finished: ALL THE DEBT IS PAID;



JUSTICE DIVINE IS SATISFIED;



The grand and full atonement made;



Christ for a guilty world hath died.



Death, hell, and sin are now subdued;



All grace is now to sinners given;



And, lo: I plead the atoning blood,



AND IN THY RIGHT I CLAIM MY HEAVEN!

When John G. Paton went to the New Hebrides, his first task was to learn the language. As he listened to them talk, he made a practice to pt in a note book all the words and phrases which he learned. The natives became accustomed to being stopped in the middle of a sentence while Paton wrote down a word or phrase newly heard. The time came eventually for him to translate the Bible for these people. He was surprised and his work was brought to a halt when he found these people had no word for Faith or trust. Nor could he find an action or attitude among them that would convey the idea of faith. The answer came, however, when returning from a hunting trip in the company of some natives, the experienced great exhaustion in the equatorial heat. Arriving home they dropped to the grass to rest. One native said as he lay down on the grass, “OH, it is good to stretch yourself out here in the shade.” 

This became Paton’s phrase for faith. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever STRETCHETH HIMSELF OUT ON HIM, shall not perish, but have everlasting life.


Halelujah!  We put our whole weight for salvation for time and eternity on the sin-bearing Jesus who is our Righteousness.

